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As understood by those who are responsible for this Journal, social medicine is that branch of science which is
concerned with: (a) biological needs, interactions, disabilities, and potentialities of human beings living in social
aggregates; (b) numerical, structural, and functional changes of human populations in their biological and medical
aspects. To a large extent its methods must necessarily be statistical, involving the use of numerical data obtained
either from official sources or from special field investigations, and interpreted in the light of established findings
of the laboratory and of the clinic. Social medicine takes within its province the study of all environmental agencies,
living and non-living, relevant to health and efficiency, also fertility and population genetics, norms and ranges of
variation with respect to individual differences, and investigations directed to the assessment of a regimen of positive
health.

All papers submitted for publication and all other editorial matters should be addressed to The Editors,
BRITISH JOURNAL OF PREVENTIVE AND SOCIAL MEDICINE, c/o British Medical Association, Tavistock Square,
London, W.C.1.
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and design of charts employed in the Journal with a view to standardizing visual symbols for ready recognition.
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Effect of
. small doses of alcohol
on a skill
resembling driving
G. C. DrRew, W. P. COLQUHOUN
AND HAzEL A. LoNG

In the laboratory investigation described
here the authors measured the performance
of 40 subjects on the Miles Motor Driving
Trainer. They found that a high proportion
of the subjects showed a measurable
deterioration in performance after drinking
amounts of alcohol too small to produce
clinical signs of intoxication.

Memorandum No. 38
Price 7s. 6d. (post 6d.)

Sewage contamination of
bathing beaches
in England and Wales

In this account of an investigation by the
Public Health Laboratory Service, bac-
teriological standards for bathing water are
examined, mechanical - disintegration of
sewage is discussed, and reassuring conclu-
sions are reached as to the risk of contract-
ing infectious diseases from sea bathing.

Memorandum No. 37
Price 2s. 6d. (post 4d.)

From the Government Bookshops
or through any bookseller

—E—

SOIL,
GRASS &
CANCER

by ANDRE VOISIN

The author reviews the roles of various soil elements:
at the same time he studies their réle in the formation
of I::tsrtain organic elements necessary to the life of the
cell.

His principal theme is to show how the variations in
these elements bring about metabolic disorders which
are translated into pathological states, such as tetanies,
certain enzootic ataxias, diarrhoea, anemia, etc., in the
animal and in man, tuberculosis, goitre, thromboss.
diabetes and, above all, cancer.

M. Voisin stresses the need for preventive and social
medicine ending his book with the words of the great
German cancer specialist, Bauer: “Methods of protec-
tion must occupy first place in the struggle against
cancer, a place well in advance of therapeutic methods.”

312 pages.  llustrated 30s.

CROSBY LOCKWOOD
26 Old Brompton Road, London, S.W.7
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